FIVE MINUTES WITH TOM MOOTY
Column Number 2147

"SEEMS PURTY CLEAR TO ME"

"Sha'alu Shalom Yerushalayim®; or as your English Bible translates Psalms
122:6: "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. This is a very simple verse of Scripture,
with the main verb, “pray, entreat, ask, or beg"” written in the active voice and
imperative mood - a command to actually get involved and personally perform an act
or an action - do something. It does not say a vote should be taken, a poll should
be run, or a request for advice should be sought - it just says, "you personally do
it", no ifs, ands, or buts.

The second phrase is equally as powerful: "May they prosper that love you
(Jerusalem)”, written in the imperfect tense: "They that love Israel have
prospered in the past and they will continue to do so in the present and into the
future”.

Don't want to bore you with all these tenses and moods and stuff (I thought
they were pretty tedious during my three years of bonehead freshman English up
on "The Hill"); but the meaning comes through really clearly: "You will continue to
prosper as you love Jerusalem (The Holy Land) enough to pray for peace within her
walls”.

Want more? “Now the Lord had said unto Abram (had already told
Abraham), Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, unto a land that I will show thee: And I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shall be a blessing:
And I will bless (I will intentionally, continually bless) them that bless thee (those
that intentionally bless you), and curse him (I will actively and continually curse
him) that curses thee (the one that intentionally curses you): and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed" (Genesis 12:1-3).



That sounds pretty plain to me! I can understand that in clear down-to-
earth black-and-white East Tennessee English. Forget all those "thee's” and
"thou's"” and moods and modes and just let it speak to you: God said He was going to
start a nation from Abraham and his family; and He would bless everyone that was
on their side and curse everyone that was not. He added that everyone in the
world could be blessed through that nation.

No doubt about it! That nation is Israell God further narrowed it down
more and more as fime passed. It was to be through Abraham's son, Isaac, and
through his son, Jacob. Jacob's name was changed from "Jacob” ("deceiver” or
"con artist") to “Israel” ("Prince with God"); and “the children of Israel” are the
descendants of the man who formerly was named "Jacob".

Sounds pretty simply to mel We stand with Israel fo our credit; and we
stand against Israel to our peril. T am pro-Israel; you ought to be; we ought to be;
everybody ought to bel!

It is reported that someone asked President Lincoln if God was on “our side”
(meaning the North); and he is reported to have replied, "The question should not
be, 'Is He on our side’; but 'Are we on His side".

Frankly, I want them both. I want God to be on my side; and T want to be on
His sidel How about you? I would hate to think that my country was standing
against God's People (although it does look like it at times); because that is a
certain recipe for defeat - big timel

Shots are being fired in the Holy Land, missiles are being launched, claims
are being made; and T do not know if the total truth is ever being totally told by
the news media (who are strangely in the dark about what we just discussed in just
a few simple paragraphs).

But, I'll tell you one thing for sure: when Jesus comes back (and He will
someday - ready or not); I want to be able to say, "Lord, I believed and practiced
what you said in the Bible; and I was on your side”. I wish I would be able fo say,



"My nation was pro-Israel” (so far, so good; although I feel that attitude is slipping
a little here and there).

So, who is on The Lord's Side?

There is more, much more; but that is for another column on another day!



